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	UNIT # 
	4 – Water Investigation
	Year 
	2011

	
	Topic Title
	Group investigation 
	Subject(s)
	Science & Humanities


	UNIT QUESTION
	What is the “true cost” of water?


	GUIDING QUESTIONS
	You will create these based on the group that you are in      


	Assessment Task 

	You and your assigned group members are responsible conducting an in-depth investigation on your assigned topic.  This will consist of the following (think of this as a checklist):

1. Documenting your use of the “BIG 6” method of inquiry including……

· Your detailed group plan

· Service contract

· Gathering information document

· A complete record of all group research notes

· A detailed record of any data that you collect (survey, interview, spreadsheets, observations, email conversations, photos, etc..)

· An up to date weebly blog page that includes the above information

· Personal reflection journal (one entry per day spent working in class)

2. A final 3 – 5 minute long Keynote presentation to class members, teachers, 

and administration.   Your keynote must address the following:

· What your group did (process)

· What your group found (results)

· What we can do (action)


Important Notes:  You presentation needs to directly reflect the work that your 


group has done.  This means including specific data that you have 



gathered or processed.

	


	Instructions and Dates

	Assignment introduced May, 23rd 2011

Class work and homework time May, 23 – June 13th.  

Final products due June 14th.  


	AREAS OF INTERACTION

	Community & Service

	Approaches to Learning
	Collaborative skills, communication

	Skills to be developed (From MYP Guide)
	Criterion Assessed 

	 
	Science:  Criterion   A, B, E

Humanities:  Criterion C & D 


	
	Level
	Descriptors
	Indicators

	Criterion A:  one world
	0
	· Has not reached standard of any descriptors below.
	

	
	1-2
	· Provides an example of how science is applied to addressing a specific local or global issue.

· Addresses the issue by stating one benefit or limitation of science.  
	

	
	3-4
	· Recognizes how science is applied to addressing a specific local or global issue.  Further explanation needed.  

· Addresses the issue by stating some of the benefits or limitations of science.

· Describes how application of science interacts with at least one of the following factors: social, economic, political, environmental, cultural and ethical.
	

	
	5-6
	· Describes how science is applied to addressing a specific local or global issue. 

· Provides examples of some of the benefits and limitations of science.

· Describes how application of science interacts with at least two the following factors: social, economic, political, environmental, cultural and ethical.

	

	What level do you think you should get?
	 Student Comment

	 
	

	Level awarded by your teacher
	 Teacher Comment


	
	Level 
	Descriptors
	Indicators

	Criterion B:  communication in science
	0
	· Has not reached standard of any descriptors below.
	 

	
	1-2
	· Attempts to communicate information, specific to the unit, using some scientific language.

· Parts of the information, specific to the unit, presented appropriately.

· An inaccurate attempt was made to acknowledge sources of information.

	

	
	3-4
	· Communicates information, specific to the unit, using scientific language, but with some errors or misconceptions.
· Some information, specific to the unit, presented appropriately.  

· Sources of information acknowledged with occasional errors.
	 

	
	5-6
	· Scientific information and language is communicated correctly.  Some work still needed in order to improve effectiveness.
· Most of the information specific to the unit presented appropriately.

· Sources of knowledge are acknowledged appropriately.
	 

	What level do you think you should get?
	 

	 
	

	Level awarded by your teacher
	 

	 
	


	
	Level
	Descriptors
	Indicators

	Criterion E:  processing data
	0
	· Has not reached standard of any descriptors below.
	 

	
	1-2
	· Data is mostly organized and presented using simple numerical or diagrammatic forms and draws a conclusion.
	

	
	3-4
	· Data is organized and transformed into numerical and diagrammatic forms but contain minimal errors or are missing units.

· Conclusion is consistent with the data.
	  

	
	5-6
	· Data is organized and transformed into numerical and diagrammatic forms and presented appropriately.

· Trends, patterns or relationships are explained including at least one comment on reliability.

· Conclusions are based on reasonable interpretation of data.
	 

	What level do you think you should get?
	 Student Comment

	 
	

	Level awarded by your teacher
	 Teacher Comment

	 
	


HUMANITIES Criterion C:  Skills (Maximum 10)

	Level
	Descriptors
	Grade

	0
	You have not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below. 
	

	1 – 2
	· The student can select and use some relevant information. 

· The student displays minimal analytical skills. 

· The student’s arguments, decisions or judgments are not always relevant, or may be absent.

· The student attempts to carry out investigations, demonstrating few skills.
	

	3 – 4
	· The student selects and uses mostly relevant information. 

· The student’s work lacks the required depth in analysis. 

· The student makes some relevant arguments, decisions or judgments though these are unsupported. 

· The student demonstrates basic investigative skills.
	

	5 – 6
	· The student selects and uses relevant information. 

· Work shows satisfactory evidence of analysis. 

· Arguments, decisions and judgments are supported and balanced but superficial. 

· The student demonstrates adequate investigative skills.
	

	7-8
	· The student selects and uses a range of relevant information. 

· Work shows a good level of critical analysis. 

· Arguments, decisions and judgments are well supported and balanced. 
· The student demonstrates effective investigative skills.
	

	9-10
	· The student selects and uses a wide range of relevant information. 

· Work shows a high level of critical analysis. 

· Arguments, decisions and judgments are fully supported and well balanced. 

· The student demonstrates sophisticated investigative skills.
	

	Self-Assessment Grade & Comments:




HUMANITIES Criterion D:  Organization and Presentation (Maximum 8)

	Level
	Descriptors
	Grade

	0
	You have not reached a standard described by any of the descriptors given below. 
	

	1 – 2
	· The student communicates information that may not always be relevant. 

· The student attempts to structure the work, but it may be unclear and/or inappropriate to the format required. 

· Presentation and expression are unclear and imprecise. 

· There may be some evidence of documentation.
	

	3 – 4
	· The student communicates information that is mostly relevant. 

· The student attempts to structure and sequence the work but is not always successful. 

· Presentation and expression are occasionally unclear. 

· Sources of information are documented, though there may be omissions or consistent errors in adhering to conventions.
	

	5 – 6
	· The student communicates information that is relevant. 

· The student uses a structure appropriate to the task and sequences the content logically.  

· Presentation and expression are clear; attention is paid to the audience and purpose in terms of appropriate language, style and visual representation. 

· Sources of information are documented, with occasional errors in adhering to conventions.
	

	7-8
	· The student communicates information that is always relevant. 

· The student organizes information into a well-developed and logical sequence, appropriate to the format required. 

· Presentation and expression are clear, concise and effective, and the language, style and visual representation used are always appropriate to the audience and purpose. 

· All sources of information are documented according to a recognized convention.
	

	Self-Assessment Grade & Comments:


